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President’s Report
Hi Everyone!

Another month gone and nothing seems to have improved in the 
world. Nevertheless, I am determined to get and keep the theatre 

open and moving forward - little by little.

Since my last report, we have had another coffee morning which again 
saw a goodly number of participants and we have another one this 
Saturday, 10a.m. - noon! This is an event not to be missed. There is 
good tea and coffee, a chance to have a good natter with people you 

may not have seen for some while and of course “John’s gorgeous 
bacon butties!” Again this event is free but a donation to the roof fund 
would be most welcome. Don’t forget we are taking all the necessary 

Covid precautions.

If anyone would like to help at a forthcoming coffee morning, please let 
John Plumbly know.

There are activities taking place in the theatre building. We have 
Wednesday evening work nights (carrying out maintenance/set 

building etc.) so if you could help please just come along. We are all 
socially distanced. Rehearsals (did you say rehearsals?) have started of 

a thriller which we hope to stage at the end of November (if things 
remain a they are). Again, we have done a full risk assessment and 
made the necessary alterations. WATCH THIS SPACE!! There are 

various dance/exercise classes taking place in the clubroom, so we are 
open and moving forward.

We will be needing front of house and bar volunteers (probably more 
than on previous occasions) but you will be properly protected. Contact 

me or Emma Jones if you would like to be involved.

So, come along all you members. This is your theatre, not mine, and 
one the few theatres in the country that can keep open. Let’s keep it 

that way. See you all soon.

All the best, keep safe. Dinah
(291459/07876 021194)



The coffee mornings continue to be well supported and thank you 
to all the helpers who have made them possible.

The next ones are on 7th November and 5th December and we 
need volunteers to help with them.

Ideally we need three people for each one.
One to make drinks, one to do the waiter/waitress service and one 

to take names, contact details & temperatures at the door.

Someone needs to supply some cake, either made or purchased 
but doesn’t need to be very much.

Tables are set up but only need to be laid out in a socially distanced 
layout.

Visors, masks, thermometers are supplied.

People need to get there about 9:30’ish to set up and do clearing 
up afterwards but usually finish soon after midday.

If you would like to help out please let me know calling or texting 
me on 07807185574 or email coffee@caods.org.uk

Thank you
John Plumbly

Coffee Morning
Helpers Needed

mailto:coffee@caods.org.uk


Our current total stands at 
£1622.85

Why not attend our Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 3rd

October and leave a donation 
to help raise some more funds 

for our roof whilst enjoying 
Tea, Coffee Cake & Bacon 

Rolls!
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Poets Corner

Those of you who read the County Press will have seen that one of 
our sea eagles recently took a trip to Scotland, returning by a route 

which provides an irresistible poetic opportunity.

THE FLIGHT OF G 324
Fed up with the Isle of Wight,

The mighty eagle took to flight.
North to Scotland’s glens she flew

To take in the amazing view.
Via Barnard Castle she returned,

For, listening to the news she’d learned,
For such a journey it is wise

To check up on your eagle eyes.

I'm going to suggest that eagle G324 should be renamed 
Dominique.

Steve Taverner



Luke Mulhern
I joined CAODS just over 2 years ago for The Jungle Book to be musical 

director, since then I have had the privilege to be musical director for The 
Grunch, Aladdin and Bugsy Malone (When we are able to put it on).  During 

this time I have also been on the committee as the musical Co-Ordinator, 
helped out with the Wednesday Crew, done some bar shifts and run tech for 

The Grunch and The Robbie Williams Experience. 
Before  CAODS I have worked with numerous companies both here on the 
Island and in South Wales in a variety of roles. Some of my highlights are: 

Musical Director for South Wight Youth Theatres productions of: Half a 
Sixpence, Rock Nativity & West Side Story. Assistant Musical Director for The 
Island Savoyard 9 to 5 and appeared on stage for a number of their shows. I 

have also worked with Bembridge Little Theatre Club on Tech, Ventnor 
Theatre Group on their production of Cats as rehearsal piano and 1st Keys, 

and The Wight Strollers on their annual pantomime for the past 3 years 
playing as many instruments as I can. Off the Island I have worked with The 
Mid-Glamorgan Savoyards on their production of The Sorcerer, and CAOS 

(Cowbridge Amateur Operatic Society) as a rehearsal pianist, singer and last 
year provided a full sound & light rig for their production of Jesus Christ 

Superstar, transforming a village hall into a theatre in a day. 
My role as a Music Teacher for the past 5 years has been an absolute 

Theatre Joy as well being able to put on productions such as The Sound of 
Music, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Wind in the 

Willows, Peter Pan and Panto Pandemonium.  One of my choirs also had the 
privilege to sing with Britain's Got Talent Winners Collabro at Shanklin 

Theatre last year. As well as all of this I run an annual Summer School where 
we put on a show in a week, learning the songs, script, creating the scenery, 

props and costumes with a performance on day 5!
I have loved the theatre ever since my first few shows which were Oliver! at 

Shanklin Theatre and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang at the London Palladium. I 
started working on theatre shows aged 13 doing lighting for South Wight 

Youth Theatre, progressing onto sound a year later, I have had the pleasure 
to work with many great performers from the Isle of Wight and Beyond. 

My proudest Theatre Project of this year is putting together a virtual 
Musical Theatre Concert for Schools (and everyone else) during the 

lockdown which contains guest vocalists from all of the societies I have 
worked with, which you can view here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KF4YwFUa2w

Getting To Know You

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KF4YwFUa2w


My Photo Album

Getting To Know You

CAODS – The Jungle Book Cast CAOS – turning a village hall into a 
theatre for Jesus Christ Superstar

Mulhern Entertainment & Events – Putting on a 
show in a week, including creating the set and 
costumes

Left – The Island Savoyards –
A very very tall munchkin
Right – The Island Savoyards –
Lord Savage in Jekyll and Hyde
Below -Wight Strollers my set up
2 Keyboards, Guitar, Bass Guitar 
& Ukulele

Ventnor Theatre Group – Cats
Opening Night Standing Ovation



Getting To Know You

Why not write your own Theatrical CV  and email* it with a picture 
(or 2 or more) to go in a future edition of the Stage Whisper so we can learn 

more about members of our society.

What is your name?

When did you join CAODS?

Have you worked with other groups on other productions?

What is your highlight or being part of this society? 

Why do you love theatre?

*By emailing this you are agreeing to have your name photo(s) and answers 
in a future edition of the Stage Whisper

Stage Whisper – The Next Edition

Could all contributions for the the October Edition be 
emailed to MulhernEvents@gmail.com by the 1st of 

November for distribution that week. 

mailto:MulhernEvents@gmail.com

